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The Malay sensibility as gleaned from popular proverbs is one of resignation, as in the imagery of an ‘earth drenched by rain’ (seperti bumi ditimpa hujan), with the weak forever subjugated by the strong. In folklore, it is rare that the personality of the rebel is extolled as a model of heroism or vanguard of change. One of the few analogies to depict dissent or a strong expression of criticism is contained in this  proverb – laksana pohon beringin ditiup angin, or like a shady tree swept by a windstorm.  Drawing from this metaphor,  I try to reconstruct the modern Malay in the mould of rebellion, seemingly an impossibility in popular consciousness. The socio-political texts of dissent exemplified by Burhanuddin Al Helmy, Mahathir Mohamad, Ashaari Muhammad, Dina Zaman, Zainah Anwar and Raja Petra Raja Kamaruddin appear in different moments of history, are novel in their own right, distinct from each other, privilege different core elements, and captivate their followers for varied reasons.  But do these divergently dissenting discourses  upset the cognitive making of Malayness or contribute further towards its construction?  Can there be a gale strong enough to uproot the shady tree?
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